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THE QUESTION BOX 



LETTER OF GEORGE WASHINGTON 

There has recently come into my possession an autograph letter 
of George Washington directed to Colonel Seeley at or near Tappan 
or Tappas, state not mentioned but presumably New York, dated 
Kings Ferry, August 21st, 1781. 

I am writing to ask if it would be consistent with your responsi- 
bilities to tell me something about the location of Kings Ferry, which 
I assume to be just north of New York City; also of the location of 
Tappan, and if there is available any historical mention of the Colonel 
Seeley referred to in the letter, or Colonel Dayton, and possibly some- 
thing of the military history in which they participated about August 
21, 1781. George H. Milne, Kenosha 

You have in this letter of Washington an interesting souvenir 
of the last campaign of the Revolutionary War. In May, 1781, 
Washington had a conference at Wethersfield, Connecticut, with 
the Count de Rochambeau, in command of the French army then 
at Newport, Rhode Island. As a result of that conference 
Rochambeau left Newport June 9 and by early July was on the 
Hudson, where Washington July 3 attacked without success 
the British in New York. The combined armies then retired 
up the Hudson, where Washington made headquarters at Dobbs 
Ferry and Rochambeau at Peekskill. It was the fourteenth 
of August when Washington received word that the Count de 
Grasse was sailing with a large fleet from the West Indies and 
would land his troops on Chesapeake Bay. The commander-in- 
chief immediately determined to transfer his own army to Vir- 
ginia, where he successfully captured Cornwallis three months 
later. It was necessary to march with as much secrecy as possible 
in order not to give Clinton in New York word of Washington's 
plan and destination. He therefore made a feint towards Sandy 
Hook in order to deceive the British. Washington himself took 
station at Kings Ferry, now Verplanck Point on the Hudson, 
where the army, both American and French, crossed. 

Both Colonel Seeley and Colonel Dayton were officers com- 
manding New Jersey militia stationed on the west side of the 
Hudson southwest of Kings Ferry. The village of Tappan, where 
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Seeley probably was, is just on the boundary between New York 
and New Jersey. It lay on a principal highway, and had long 
been used as a camping ground. In 1778 Washington had 
headquarters at Tappan; he came there again in 1780 upon a 
very sad errand, when a court of inquiry met to determine the 
guilt of Major John Andre. There October 2, 1780, he was 
executed as a spy. Colonel Seeley was evidently in charge of the 
road leading from Dobbs Ferry to Tappan, since among the 
Washington letters in the Library of Congress is a draft of one 
dated the same day as yours, addressed to Col. Sylvanus Seeley at 
Dobbs Ferry. By York Island there can be no doubt Man- 
hattan Island is indicated. 

We have been unable to find anything personal about Colonel 
Seeley. He was a captain in 1776 of the New Jersey militia; pro- 
moted to a majority May 23, 1777; to a colonelcy in November of 
the same year. He was apparently never on the Continental 
establishment, but was a brave and trusted militia officer. As for 
Colonel Dayton, it is not easy to determine whether the one 
mentioned was Col. Elias Dayton or his more famous son Jona- 
than. The former commanded New Jersey regiments throughout 
the war, and at its close was made brigadier general. Jonathan 
Dayton was at the surrender at Yorktown; he may have been 
with Lafayette in Virginia before Washington marched south. 
He was one of the New Jersey representatives in the constitutional 
convention of 1787; in Congress from New Jersey, 1791-1799, 
part of the time as speaker; senator from New Jersey, 1799 to 
1805. 

THE EAST SHORE OF LAKE MICHIGAN 

Is there any special book or books or records of any kind dealing with 
the history of the east shore of Lake Michigan? Were there any early 
explorers aside from Marquette who coasted up this shore? La Salle 
went only to the mouth of the St. Joseph, I believe. Do you know 
any reason why the Muskegon River should appear on Franquelin's 
map of 1684 as "Riviere des Iroquois?" 

Kenneth G. Smith, Lansing, Mich. 

In answer to your queries we know of no book that deals 
particularly with the east shore of Lake Michigan. It was a route 
not as much followed as the west shore; at first probably for fear 



